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Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav
v’'tzivanu la’asok

b’divrei

Soul Spa 38 — P. Shlakh-Lekha
June 29, 2024
23 Sivan 5784

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting
command to busy ourselves

Torah. in words of Torah.

Numbers 13:1-2, 23-33, 14:20
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1-2, 23-25. YHVH spoke to Moshe saying: Send
for yourselves men to scout the Land of Canaan
that I give to the Children of Israel, one man per
ancestral tribe, sending a chieftain from them....
[The scouts] came to Wadi Eshkol. There they
cut a cluster of [grapefruit-sized] grapes borne on
a frame by two, and pomegranates and figs. The
place was called Wadi Eshkol for the cluster
(eshkol) that the Children of Israel cut there. They
returned from scouting the land after 40 days.

26-29. They went to Moshe, Aharon and all the
community of the Children of Israel at Kadeish,
in the Paran wilderness, and reported to them
and the whole community, showing them the
fruit of the land. They recounted saying: “We
came to the land to which you sent us: it flows
with milk and honey, and this is her fruit! But
the nation dwelling [there] is powerful; the cities
are fortified and huge. We saw Anakites there.
Amalekites dwell in the Negev; Hittites, Jebusites
and Amorites inhabit the hills, and Canaanites
dwell by the Sea and along the Jordan.”

30-33. Caleb hushed the people... saying, “Let's
go up to inherit [the land]: we surely can do it!"
But others who [scouted] with him said, “We
can't overcome [them]: they're stronger than us.”
They §landered the land they had scouted to the
Children of Israel saying, “The land we scouted
devours her inhabitants, and all the nation we
saw in her are fciloNStaTe! We saw Nephilim

there — children of Anakites are from Nephilim! —

not “lie”
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and in our own eyes we looked like grasshoppers
and so we were in their eyes!"

» feel
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where’s the “reality check’ ]
1-4. The whole community broke into loud cries,

and the nation wept that night. All the Children
of Israel railed against Moshe and Aharon saying

to them, “Would that we had died in the land of

Why does YHVH take us to that land to fall by
sword? Our [families] will be taken! Best for us
to return to Egypt!” They said to each other,
"Let's make a [new] leader and return to Egypt."

life/death
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5-8. Moshe and Aharon fell on their faces before
all the assembly of the congregation of the
Children of Israel. And Yehoshua son of Nun
and Caleb son of Yefuneh, who scouted the land,
tore their clothes. They spoke to the whole
community of the Children of Israel saying, "The
land we went to scout is an exceedingly good

land. 1f YHVH delights in us, then [God] will
bring us into this land and give it to us - a land
that flows with milk and honey.

9-12. "Only do not rebel against YHVH or fear
the people of that land — for they are like bread to
us, their defense is departed from them, and
YHVH is with us: do not fear them." While the
whole congregation said to kill them by stoning,
YHVH's glory appeared in the Tent of Meeting
before all the Children of Israel. YHVH said to
Moshe: "How long will this people provoke Me?
How long will they not believe in Me, despite all
the signs I showed them? I will strike them with
pestilence and disinherit them, and make of you
a greater and mightier nation than them."

13-16. Moses said to YHVH: "But Egypt will hear.
By Your might, You brought this people up from
[there]. (The Egyptians] will tell the inhabitants
of this land that they heard You, YHVH, are with
this people, that You, YHVH, are seen eye to eye,
that You go before them in pillar of cloud by day
and pillar of fire by night. But if You kill this
people together as one, then the nations that had
heard of Your Name will say: 'YHVH was unable
to bring this people into the land that [God]
swore to them, so [God] slaughtered them in the
wilderness.'

17-20. "So now, please let the power of my Lord
be great, as You said: 'YHVH s patientand
merciful, forgiving iniquity and transgression...."
Please pardon this people's iniquity, as great is
Your mercy, as You forgave th[em] from Egypt
until now." YHVH said, "I pardoned, as you said.

21-25. "Yet even as I live and as YHVH's glory
fills all the world, none of those people who saw
My glory — the signs I did in Egypt and in the
wilderness, who tried Me these [many] times and
disobeyed Me — will see the land I swore to their
ancestors; none who spurn Me will see it. But My
servant Caleb was imbued with a different spirit
and stayed loyal to Me — him I will bring into the
land he came for, and his offspring will hold it as
a possession. Amalekites and Canaanites dwell
in the valleys, so tomorrow turn back into the
desert and journey by way of the Sea of Reeds.”
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“Wrathful deities” (Buddhism) — God’s anger reflecting something in/about us

PARDES COMMENTS QOUESTIONS
« Divine anger — annoyance. .. » What is pardon if can’t enter land?
Pehat | * God “pardons” per Moshe * Implications for peoples then of the land?
P sha

(bwo) | ° Grasshoppers...

* Scouts “lied” or... something else?
* God sets up possibility of better future
Remez |- Fear

(1) |+ Covenantalism / relational —> trust
* Projection (grasshoppers) —> plague

=

* Netzach — perseverence, time delay?

* Land of pr omise as way of thinking | « Is exaggeration a lack of faith?
* Slave mentality - loss of agency * Spirituality of conquest? possession?

|w)

(w77) |+ Nefilim - half divine, half human?!
 Derivation of tzitzit - trust v fear
* Ritual / symbols for different archetyples / readiness / predilections

Drash | * Lots of 40s as time metric » How to evolve if we never knew diffe

rent?

* Divine unfolding all sefirot (attributes) —> how to hold them all
Sod * Divinity of forgiveness

* God of dialogue and encounter
* God indwelling with us, in us, in Land
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LARGER THAN LIFE

Numbers 13:23
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VI INNYN T DY Yidwn)  cluster of [grapefruit-sized] grapes borne on a
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MINISTRY
OF TOURISM

Midrash Aggadah, Num. 13:23

;129N Y1DURN IWN 19N XY NN A vine tree on which grapefruits hung: grapes
19)1 Y9N DNY DYYNN 0N, D12y were kernels hanging from their vines.

Numbers 13:33

-0 Py )1 oY an-Nx PN 0¥ And there we saw Nefilim [=fallen ones], sons of
PN 12 DN WYY N YN Anak; and in our own sight we were like
opyya  grasshoppers, and so were we in their sight.
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Genesis 6-1:8

When humanity began increasing on the face of
the earth, and daughters were born to them, the
§OMSIGAEEA saw that the daughters of men were
pretty, and took as wives all whom they chose.
YHVH said, My spirit will not always stay with
humanity, who also are flesh, so their days will
be 120 years. IlicievercINefilififieeatisn
fheseldays. Afterwards, when the sons of God
came to the daughters of men, who bore children
of them, the same

. YHVH saw human
wickedness proliferated on the earth, and that
every impulse of thought was only evil every
day. YHVH regretted and grieved in the heart
for making humanity on the earth. YHVH said,
"I will destroy humanity that I created from the
face of the earth — man and beast, and every
creeping thing, and the birds of the air, for I
regret having made them. But Noah found
grace in YHVH's eyes.

Or HaHayvyim, Num. 13:33

(Hayyim ben Moshe ibn Attar, 1696-1743 [Morocco])
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By their comment, the scouts revealed that they
felt vastly inferior even to the people in that land
that did not fit the description of being people of
renown. They knew it by comparing themselves
to an average person they observed.

HaEmek HaDavar, Num. 13:33.2
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In our own sight we were like grasshoppers —
They were fallen in their hearts. This is a sign for
us that we will not succeed, as with Saul (1 Sam.
28), "Saul saw the Philistine camp and was
terrified into trembling" — because he fell into
terror in his heart. Saul's anxiety was a cause
that he will not succeed.

Rashbam, Num. 13:33
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Anything low considers itself like a grasshopper
versus something taller. "Compared to the One
enthroned above, the earth and its inhabitants
[views itself] are like grasshoppers” (Is. 40:22)

Proverbs 27:19

As water is face to face, so is the heart person to
person.
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Psychological projection is a theory in which
humans defend themselves against their own
unconscious impulses or qualities (both
positive and negative) by denying their
existence in themselves while attributing
them to others. Projection is just what it
sounds like. Imagine an old-design movie
projector in which the film was passed over a
beam of light, sending the image from the
film through a lens that projects that image
onto a screen. That’s also how it works
psychologically. Some issue has been pushed
into the unconscious, but that issue has
energy and is constantly looking for release
from its prison of the unconscious. So it
projects itself through the lenses of our
psychological eye, a convex eye that can only
look outward at the external world rather
than inward at our internal world — so that
issue is suddenly seen in someone else.

Moves and Times of Forgiveness

Numbers Rabbah 16:11
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When the scouts saw them, they were afraid. The
scouts returned and said (Num. 13:31), "for they
are stronger than us.” Reish Lakish said, “They
compared them to the Above. For this iniquity,
harsh decrees were issued on them.” What did
the Holy Blessed One say to Jeremiah? “Go and
say to them, “You do not know what you brought
out of your mouth," as in (Jer. 11:16), "with the
sound of great tumult you lit it on fire, and you
broke it.” What did you cause yourself “with the
sound of great tumult” that by your words “you
lit it on fire”? This (Num. 14:34): “You will carry
your iniquity [back into the desert] one day for
each year" that you scouted the land. They said
(Num. 13:33): "In our own eyes we looked like
grasshoppers.” The Holy Blessed One said, “I
forgave them for that but not [when they said].
'And so we were in their eyes." [God] said to
them:

That is why they did not enter the
land. But in the world to come, suddenly I will
send My angel to clear the way," as in (Mal. 3:1),
"Behold, I am sending My messenger (angel) to
clear a way before Me, and [YHVH] shall
suddenly come to God's Temple.”

B.T. Ta'anit 29a

On the ninth day of Av, it was decreed that our
ancestors would not enter the land.
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Numbers 14:17-20
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So now, please let the power of my Lord be
great, as You said: "'YHVH is patient, merciful,
forgiving iniquity and transgression'... Please
pardon this people's iniquity, as great is Your
mercy, as You forgave th[em] from Egypt until
now." YHVH said, "I pardoned, as you said.

Ibn Ezra, Num. 14:19
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Even to this Makom, from the day that we came
out of Egypt to this very day, for this Makom is
where we came to on this night, a sign that
there has been no time like this one.

Hizkuni, Num. 14:19
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I have forgiven, as you yourself asked about the
matter of the Golden Calf. But now forgiveness
entails that I will exact [something] from them.

Mahzor for Kol Nidre
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All the community of the Children of Israel, and
for the stranger dwelling among [us], are
forgiven, though whole nation transgressed.
"Please pardon this people's iniquity, as great is
Your mercy, as You forgave th[em] from Egypt
until now." And thus it is said: "YHVH said, '1
pardoned; as'you said." Blessed are You,

RN YND

YHVH, sovereign in all time and space, who
gave us life, and sustained us, and caused us to
reach this season.

uestions

How do we understand, then, the flow of the season to come through the lens of

this week's Torah portion?

What does this understanding mean for this time before the runway begins? for
when the runway begins? For the time before Yom Kippur? For Yom Kippur?
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Numbers 15:37-41

YHVH spoke to Moses saying: "Speak to the
Children of Israel and tell them to make tzitzit
(fringes) on the corners of their garments for their
generations, and give to the corner of the tzitzit a
thread of blue. It will be your tzitzit: look at it and
remember all the mitzvot of YHVH and do them,
and you will not search out after your heart and
after your eyes to prostitute after them. Soijon
will remember and do all My mitzvot and to holy
to your God - I am YHVH your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your
God. Iam YHVH your God.
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Rashi, Num. 15:39

And you will not search out after your heart —
Like "searching out" the land. The heart and the
eyes are the scouts of the body, pimping it for
sins. The eye sees, the heart covets and the body
does the sin.

Ibn Ezra, Num. 15:39
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After your heart — Lusting. The eye sees and the
heart covets. So, here are the tzitzit as a sign and
symbol, so that one should not chase after the

cogitation of the heart and all that the eyes seek.

Exodus 31:16-17

The Children of Israel will keep Shabbat, to make
Shabbat for their generations as an eternal
covenant. She will be between Me and the
Children of Israel a sign forever.

Rashi, Num. 15:38

Blue — It is the blue dye of (obtained from) the
blood of the hilazon (a kind of shell-fish).

Ramban, Num. 15:38
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In the Midrash of R. Nehunya b. Hakanah (Sefer
HaBahir 96 on Ecclesiastes 5:8), it is written, "The
profit [=scouting] of the land is in everything":
What's the land? It's what the heavens were hewn
from, the Holy Blessed One's throne, the precious
stone and sea of wisdom. It corresponds to the
blue thread of tzitzit of the tallit.



