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CָרQU אַתָּה יהוwwה
אOֱהֵינU מֶלQֶ הָעIלָם
אֲֹשֶר קִדְֹשָנCְ UמִצIְתָיו

וְצUִָנU לַעֲסIק
Cְדִבְרֵי תIּרָה/

Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam

asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting

command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.

Numbers 9:15-23
UבְיIם֙ הָקִ֣ים אֶת־הַמִּשְׁכָּ֔ן כִּסָּ֤ה הֶעָנָן֙ 

Uבָעֶ֜רֶב יִהְיֶ֧ה הָעֵדֻ֑ת לְאֹ֖הֶל אֶת־הַמִּשְׁכָּ֔ן
Cֹקֶר: כֵּ֚ן ־עַד אֵ֖שׁ־כְּמַרְאֵה הַמִּשְׁכָּ֛ן־עַל

יִהְיֶ֣ה תָמִ֔יד הֶעָנָ֖ן יְכַסֶּ֑נU Uּמַרְאֵה־אֵ֖שׁ 
לָיְלָה: Uלְפִ֞י הֵעָלI֤ת הֶעָנָן֙ מֵעַ֣ל הָאֹ֔הֶל 
וְאַ֣חֲרֵי כֵ֔ן יִסְעCְ U֖נֵ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֑ל UבִמְקI֗ם 

אֲשֶׁ֤ר יִשְׁכָּן־שָׁם֙ הֶעָנָ֔ן שָׁ֥ם יַחֲנCְ U֖נֵ֥י 
יִשְׂרָאֵל:

15-17. On the day the Mishkan was erected, the cloud
covered the Mishkan, the Tent of Witnessing; on the 
Mishkan there was like the appearance of fire from 
evening until morning.  So it always was: the cloud 
covered it by day, an appearance of fire by night. 
When the cloud was raised from the Mishkan, after 
that the Children of Israel journeyed.  In the place 
the cloud abided, the Children of Israel camped.

עַל־פִּ֣י יהוww֗ה יִסְעCְ ֙Uנֵ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל וְעַל־פִּ֥י
יהוww֖ה יַחֲנU֑ כָּל־יְמֵ֗י אֲשֶׁ֨ר יִשְׁכֹּ֧ן הֶעָנָ֛ן 

עַל־הַמִּשְׁכָּ֖ן יַחֲנU :Uבְהַאֲרִ֧יQ הֶעָנָ֛ן עַל־ 
הַמִּשְׁכָּ֖ן יָמִ֣ים רCִַ֑ים וְשָׁמְרU֧ בְנֵי־ 
יִשְׂרָאֵ֛ל אֶת־מִשְׁמֶ֥רֶת יהוww֖ה וOְ֥א 
יִסָּעU: וְיֵ֞שׁ אֲשֶׁ֨ר יִהְיֶ֧ה הֶעָנָ֛ן יָמִ֥ים 

 U֔ה֙ יַחֲנwwמִסְפָּ֖ר עַל־הַמִּשְׁכָּ֑ן עַל־פִּ֤י יהו
 יִסָּעU: וְעַל־פִּ֥י יהוww֖ה

18-20. At the word of YHVH, the Children of Israel 
journeyed, and at the word of YHVH they camped.  
As long as the cloud tarried on the Mishkan, for how-
ever many days, the Children of Israel kept watch of 
the watch of YHVH and did not journey.  Whether 
the cloud was on the Mishkan for a few days or 
many, at the word of YHYH they camped and at the 
word of YHVH they journeyed.

יִהְיֶ֤ה הֶעָנָן֙ מֵעֶ֣רֶב עַד־Cֹ֔קֶר  אֲשֶׁ֨ר וְיֵ֞שׁ
וְנַעֲלָ֧ה הֶעָנָ֛ן CCַֹ֖קֶר וְנָסָ֑עU אI֚ יIמָ֣ם 

וָלַ֔יְלָה וְנַעֲלָ֥ה הֶעָנָ֖ן וְנָסָעU: אI־יֹמַ֜יִם 
 אI־חֹ֣דֶשׁ אI־יָמִ֗ים Cְהַאֲרִ֨יQ הֶעָנָ֤ן

יַחֲנU֥ בְנֵי־  עָלָ֔יו לִשְׁכֹּ֣ן עַל־הַמִּשְׁכָּן֙
UבְהֵעOָתI֖ יִסָּעU: עַל־ יִסָּ֑עU וOְ֣א יִשְׂרָאֵ֖ל

יִסָּ֑עU אֶת־  יְהIָ֖ה וְעַל־פִּ֥י יַחֲנU֔ יהוwwה֙ פִּ֤י
מִשְׁמֶ֤רֶת יהוwwה֙ שָׁמָ֔רU עַל־פִּ֥י יהוww֖ה 

Cְיַד־מֹשֶׁה:

21-23. When the cloud abided from evening to 
morning, and the cloud was raised in the morning, 
then they journeyed.  Whether by day or night, when
the cloud was raised, they journeyed.  Whether two 
days, a month or a year that the cloud tarried on the 
Mishkan, the Children of Israel camped and did not 
journey, but when it was raised, they journeyed.
At the word of YHVH they camped, and at the word 
of YHVH they journeyed; they kept charge of YHVH
by the word of YHVH at the hand of Moshe.

PARDES COMMENTS QUESTIONS

P Pshat
(פשט)

R Remez
(רמז)

D Drash
(דרש)

S Sod
(סוד)

David Evan Markus

David Evan Markus
YHVH

David Evan Markus
• Redundancy, repetitiveness…
• Cloud, but *appearance* of fire
• The people saw directly ——>
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• A signal – but do we all agree?
• However long it took
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interpreting?
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• What was the “word” of God?
• What is “at the hand of Moshe”? 
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• Direct and indirect communication?
• Doubt, apprehension —> FIX IT
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• So why does Moshe need to interpret?
• What is “keep” watch/charge?
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Drash –
Explanation
of what they
needed to do:
keep watch
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Remez:
cloud to word
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Sod – 
Actual action,
moving?

Courage?
However long
Inspiration?
Timelessness
TRUST?
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• Transcending self / boundaries
• Transcending limits / reactions
• Shekhinah *as* the Mishkan
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• Moshe —> Netzah / Resilience?
• Surrender, slavery??
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CHOICE TO MOVE “TOGETHER” – BUT HERE THEY ALL DID.
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בטחון
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Burning Bush?
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Exodus 25:10-15
וְעָשUׂ֥ אֲרI֖ן עֲצֵ֣י שYִִׁ֑ים אַמָּתַ֨יִם וָחֵ֜צִי 
אָרְכIּ֗ וְאַמָּ֤ה וָחֵ֨צִי֙ רָחI֔Cְ וְאַמָּ֥ה וָחֵ֖צִי 
קֹמָתI: וְצִפִּיתָ֤ אֹתI֙ זָהָ֣ב טָהI֔ר מCִַ֥יִת 

UמִחU֖ץ תְצַפֶּ֑נUּ וְעָשִׂ֧יתָ עָלָ֛יו זֵ֥ר זָהָ֖ב 
סָבִיב: וְיָצַ֣קְתָ לIּ֗ אַרCְַע֙ טCְַעֹ֣ת זָהָ֔ב 

וְנָ֣תַתָ֔ה עַ֖ל אַרCְַ֣ע פַּעֲמֹתָ֑יו Uשְׁתֵ֣י 
טCַָעֹ֗ת עַל־צַלְעI֙ הָאֶחָ֔ת Uשְׁתֵי֙ טCַָעֹ֔ת 

עַל־צַלְעI֖ הַשֵּׁנִית: וְעָשִׂ֥יתָ בSֵַ֖י עֲצֵ֣י 
שYִִׁ֑ים וְצִפִּיתָ֥ אֹתָ֖ם זָהָב: וְהֵבֵאתָ֤ 

אֶת־הSִCַַים֙ CָYַCַעֹ֔ת עַ֖ל צַלְעֹ֣ת הָאָרֹ֑ן 
לָשֵׂ֥את אֶת־הָאָרֹ֖ן Cָהֶם: CְטCְַעֹת֙ 

 :Uּמִמֶּנ U֥א יָסֻ֖רO ֑יםSִCַַה U֖הָאָרֹ֔ן יִהְי

Make an ark of shittim wood two and a half cubits in 
length, a cubit and a half in breadth, and a cubit and 
a half in height.  Overly it with pure gold inside and 
out, and make on it a rim of god all around.  Cast 
four rings of gold for it, and put them in its four 
corners – two rings on one side, and two rings on the
other side.   Make poles of shittim wood, and overlay 
them with gold.   Put the poles into the rings by the 
sides of the ark, so that the ark may be carried with 
them.   The poles will be in the rings of the ark: do 
not remove them from it.

Ramban, Num. 9:19
ובהאריך הענן לומר כי אם יאריך 

הענן על המשכן ימים רבים והמקום
ההוא איננו טוב בעיניהם והיו 

חפצים ומתאוים מאד לנסוע מן 
המקום אעפ"כ לא יעברו על רצון 
השם וזה טעם ושמרו בני ישראל 

את משמרת הw ולא יסעו כי מיראת 
השם ומשמרם משמרת מצותו לא 

יסעו וכן אם יהיה הענן ימים מספר 
כשנים או שלשה ימים והיו העם 

יגעים מאד וענה בדרך כחם יעשו 
רצון השם ללכת אחרי הענן////

When the cloud tarried – Meaning that if the cloud 
tarried on the Mishkan for many days, and the place 
was not good in their eyes such that they very much 
yearned to journey away from there, but nonetheless
they would not transgress God's will.... The Children
of Israel kept charge of YHVH, and did not journey.  
It was for awe of God that they kept charge of 
YHVH's command and did not journey.  Similarly, if 
the cloud was there just a few days – for instance, 
two or three – and the nation was exhausted for 
suffering the heat of the journey, nonetheless they 
would do God's will walk after the cloud.   

Rabbeinu Bahya, Num. 9:19
ובהאריך הענן/ ובאר לך הכתוב 

מעלתן של ישראל בהנהגתם על פי 
הענן' כי היו במדבר מקומות חלוקין

נוחין ושאינן נוחין//// ומיד בהעלות 
הענן היו נוסעים ויש שאינן נוחין 
וירצו לנסוע משם אבל בהאריך 

הענן יצטרכו להתעכב ולא יסעו' 
סוף דבר לא היו הולכין אחר רצון 
עצמן אלא אחר רצון השם יתעלה 

וכפי הנהגת הענן/ ועוד יבאר לך 
הכתוב חסד הש"י עמהם שכל 

נסיעותם וחנייתם במדבר///

When the cloud tarried – Torah's repetition [of these 
words] clarifies complimenting Israel for conducting 
themselves by the cloud.  In the desert there were 
pleasant parts... yet they traveled immediately when 
the cloud lifted; and there were unpleasant parts 
where they wanted to travel away but the cloud 
tarried so they had to restrain themselves and not 
travel.  The point is that they didn't journey by their 
own desires but by God's desire represented by the 
cloud.  And this too, however, underscores that the 
Holy Blessed One's loving kindness was with them 
whenever they journeyed or camped in the desert....

Ba'al Shem Tov, Num. 9:23
לפי הw יחנו ועל פי הw יסעו' כי הוא 

בחינת קטנות וגדלות/
On the word of God they camped, and on the word 
of God they journeyed – These are for the qualities of
katnut and gadlut.

Katnut (קטנות) – smallness / constrictive katan (קטן) – small

Gadlut (גדלות) – bigness / expansive gadol (גדול) – big
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Be'er Mayim Hayim Num. 9:22
(R. Hayim Tyrer of Czernowitz, d.1813)

באהבה ובחיבה קיבלו את דבריו 
ולא מרו אף בלבבם/ ובהעלותו יסעו 
כלומר לא היה בלבבם רצון הנסיעה

כי אם בהעלותו התחיל בלבם 
חפיצת הנסיעה/ וזה אין צריך הכתוב

להגיד אשר בהאריך הענן בנסיעה 
נסעו בני ישראל כי זה ודאי עשו 
בשמחה שטובה להם מכל וכל/ 

In love and intimacy, they received God's instruction
and did not embitter their hearts about it.  When the 
cloud lifted and they did not want to journey, or 
when the cloud tarried and they did want to journey,
either way Torah is telling us that the cloud's journey
was the journey.  Thus the Children of Israel 
journeyed when and as they did, in joy knowing it 
was all for the good whatever the travails.

Mei Hashiloah, Num. 9:23
(R. Mordekhai Leiner of Ishbitze, d.1854)

על פי הw יחנו ועל פי הw יסעו את 
משמרת הw שמרו על פי הw ביד משה/

הסתלקות הענן ושכינתו לא נראה 
רק למשה רבינו ע"ה' וכן בכל דור 

ודור מי שהוא צדיק הדור רואה 
רצון השי"ת כמו שכתוב (משלי 

יw'ל"ב) שפתי צדיק ידעון רצון/

At the word of YHVH they camped, and at the word 
of YHVH they journeyed; they kept charge of YHVH 
by the word of YHVH at the hand of Moshe.  The 
withdrawal of the cloud and Shekhinah are visible not
only to Moshe.  Rather, in each and every generation,
the generation's tzaddikim see God's will, as in (Prov. 
10:32), "The lips of the tzaddik know [God's] will."

Exodus 40:33b-38
וַיְכַ֥ל מֹשֶׁ֖ה אֶת־הַמְּלָאכָֽה: וַיְכַ֥ס הֶעָנָ֖ן 

אֶת־אֹ֣הֶל מIעֵ֑ד UכְבI֣ד יהוww֔ה מָלֵ֖א 
אֶת־הַמִּשְׁכָּֽן׃ וOְא־יָכֹ֣ל מֹשֶׁ֗ה לָבIא֙ 
אֶל־אֹ֣הֶל מIעֵ֔ד כִּֽי־שָׁכַ֥ן עָלָ֖יו הֶעָנָ֑ן 

UכְבI֣ד יהוww֔ה מָלֵ֖א אֶת־הַמִּשְׁכָּֽן׃ 

33-35. When Moshe finished [setting up the 
Mishkan], a cloud covered the Tent of Witnessing, 
and the glory of YHVH filled the Mishkan.  Moshe 
could not enter the Tent of Witnessing, for the cloud 
was on it and the glory of YHVH filled the Mishkan.

UבְהֵעָלI֤ת הֶֽעָנָן֙ מֵעַ֣ל הַמִּשְׁכָּ֔ן יִסְעCְ U֖נֵ֣י
יִשְׂרָאֵ֑ל Cְכֹ֖ל מַסְעֵיהֶֽם׃ וְאִם־O֥א יֵעָלֶ֖ה

הֶעָנָ֑ן וOְ֣א יִסְעU֔ עַד־יI֖ם הֵעOָתIֽ׃ כִּי֩ 
עֲנַ֨ן יהוwwה עַֽל־הַמִּשְׁכָּן֙ יIמָ֔ם וְאֵ֕שׁ 

תִּהְיֶ֥ה לַ֖יְלָה I֑C לְעֵינֵ֥י כׇל־Cֵֽית־יִשְׂרָאֵ֖ל 
Cְכׇל־מַסְעֵיהֶֽם׃

36-38. When the cloud lifted from the Mishkan, the 
Children of Israel set out on all their journeys.  But if 
the cloud did not lift, they would not set out until it 
did lift.  For over the Mishkan a cloud of YHVH was 
by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all 
the House of Israel in all their journeys.

R. Noa Kushner on Beha'alotekha

The cloud does not blanket and obscure, as we expect clouds to do.  Instead, it is 
contained in a pillar and provides direction for the Israelites.  Similarly, the fire does 
not spread and destroy whatever is in its path, as we expect fire to do.  Like the 
cloud, the fire is contained, a giant torch. In both of these manifestations, the 
Israelites begin to see, just as Moses saw in the [burning] bush, the possibility of 
natural things, things of-this-earth, being bent and shaped in unnatural, divine 
ways....
So it is for us: We need not be wary of looking for visual evidence of God's presence 
in the world around us.  Seeking God's presence with our eyes is not idolatrous.  It is
only idolatry when we "know" in advance what we will see, when our expectations 
restrain us.  Unfortunately, we may have been so afraid of making idols that we have
limited ourselves to develop a relationship with God without using our eyes.  What 
would happen if we started looking for God's presence in fire and clouds once more?
How much do our relationships with God stand to gain from our actually seeing 
what may ahve been there all along?  At the very least, we'll benefit from the search 
alone, from our looking day and night. And at best, it is possible that if we look, we 
will see.
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Guess Who, Num. 9:19
בְהַאֲרִ֧יQ הֶעָנָ֛ן עַל־הַמִּשְׁכָּ֖ן יָמִ֣ים רCִַ֑ים

וְשָׁמְרU֧ בְנֵי־יִשְׂרָאֵ֛ל אֶת־מִשְׁמֶ֥רֶת 
יהוww֖ה וOְ֥א יִסָּעU - האריך הענן בנוחו

על המשכן' לומר שכינה השורה 
בתוכם דווקא/  הענן שמטשטש את 
המודעות האינטימית לעם לנוכחות 

האל הוא שעצר את העם מבסעם 
אל ארץ ההבטחה' ועיwwז ושמרו בני 
ישראל את משמרת יהוwwה להורות 

שהם חשו כיצד חשו את הקודש' ש
וגם שטשטוש שכינה' הערכיות 

האלוהית של הקרבה' כיווננה אותם
להשתוקק ולכן לצפות ליהוwwה' 

הערכיות האלוהית של הכוח/  רק 
עיwwז יהפוך העם לעם אלהים באמת/

As long as the cloud tarried on the Mishkan, for 
how-ever many days, the Children of Israel kept 
watch of the watch of YHVH and did not journey – 
The cloud lengthened its stay on the Mishkan, that is, 
on Shekhinah (the Indwelling Presence) precisely.  
The cloud obscuring the people's intimate awareness
of God's presence is what halted the people in their 
journey toward the Land of Promise, causing them 
to "keep watch of the watch of YHVH."  Torah shows
that they sensed how they sensed the holy, and also 
that the obscuring of Shekhinah (the divine valence of
proximity) attuned the people to yearn and therefore
watch for YHVH (the divine valence of becoming).  
Only then could the people truly evolve into a 
people of God.


