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"M NN N2 Barukh Atah Adonai Blessed are You, YHVH,
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Hyperlink to Jewish character development Numbers 1:1-4

setting up for “arrival”?
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former slaves per head. military, organization Does Torah
need a “fix”?

diaspora/exile
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— you and Aharon will
count them by their forces.

YON NYNRY WX YN P 0N 4. And with you [as you count] will be a man of each
NN PNANR-2Y WNI  tribe, each one a chief of his ancestral house.

PARDES COMMENTS QUESTIONS
* Literally people who could arm * Why need person per tribe (12)?
* Not everyone but men > 20 * “Forces” and “armed”?
B Pshat * Syntax in Num. 1:2 is funky « Significance of the timing
(vwa)
« Creating national identity, ties, etc. | * Why is tribal identity important? Ili}’le:(I:ﬁrsli\}/fl
R | Remez | ° Leaves pobody behind . identity
(vo7) * Instructions to assuage anxiety? comfort
* Hold together, cohese, don’t disperse | « Reminds of High Priest’s 12-name stpnes
* Everyone together, except « HOW TO “LIFT THE HEAD”?
D Drash |. Gravitational tug between tribe/whole
= (o) |. Timing setting up redirection
* LESSON ABOUT INTRA-UNITY
° Particular path, uniVel‘salism . Why express in the particu]ar?
* Shekhinah in the TOTALITY
S Sod = will dwell *among* THEM
=1 (mo)
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• Why need person per tribe (12)?
• “Forces” and “armed”?
• Significance of the timing
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• Reminds of High Priest’s 12-name stones 
• HOW TO “LIFT THE HEAD”?
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WHYYYYY?
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• Literally people who could arm
• Not everyone but men > 20
• Syntax in Num. 1:2 is funky

David Evan Markus
• Creating national identity, ties, etc.
• Leaves nobody behind
• Instructions to assuage anxiety?
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• Hold together, cohese, don’t disperse
• Everyone together, except 
• Gravitational tug between tribe/whole
• Timing setting up redirection
• LESSON ABOUT INTRA-UNITY
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• Why is tribal identity important?
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TRIBALISM
“us”
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• Particular path, universalism
• Shekhinah in the TOTALITY
 = I will dwell *among* THEM
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• Why express in the particular?
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Rashi, Num. 1:2

R. Shlomo Yitzhaki (1040-1105 [France])
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Per head — By means of the shekalim [collected under
Exodus 38:26]: "A beka [=half shekel] per head."

Exodus 38:24-26

All the gold that was used for the work [of building
the Holy of Holies], in all the work of the sanctuary,
the wave offering of gold came to 29 talents [=3,000
shekels each] and 730 shekels by sanctuary weight.
The silver of those of the community who were
recorded came to 100 talents and 1,775 shekels by
the sanctuary weight — a half-shekel a head, half a
shekel by the sanctuary weight, for each one who
was entered in the records, from the age of twenty
years up, were 603,550.

Leviticus 23:15-17

Count for yourselves from the day after [Pesah],
from the day you bring the omer of the [barley]
wave offering, seven Shabbatot, to be complete, until
the day after the seventh Shabbat, count 50 days.
Offer a new meal korban to YHVH. Bring from your
settlements two loaves of bread as a wave offering,
each made of two-tenths of a measure of choice
flour, baked after leavening, as first fruits to YHVH.

Ibn Ezra, Num. 1:2 = Ex. 30:12

R. Avraham ben Meir ibn Ezra (1089-1167 [Spain])
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Take a census [=raise the head] - It is customary for
the wise, who know the secret of accounting, to
write atop each column the details of each column,
so they write there the calculated total of the listing.

Rabbeinu Bahyva, Num. 1:2

R. Bahya ben Asher (1255-1340 [Spain])
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Take a census [=raise the head] — Israel does not
ascend except by fulfilling Torah, thus the text holds
by the word raise [rather than count].

Rashbam, Num. 1:2

R. Shimon ben Meir (1085-1158 [France])
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Take a census of the entire community — In Parashat
Beha'alotekha, on the 20th day of th[is] month the
cloud will lift [from atop the Mishkan] toward the
Land of Israel, and those 20 [and up] will enter the
army of war. [Moshe tells Yitro (Num. 10:29)], "We
journey to the place [God gives us]." So God
commanded on the first of this month to count
them.



Sforno, Num. 1:2

R. Ovadiah ben Yaakov Sforno (1475-1549 [Italy])

NIND YDV DITOY WNI NN INY
NON NINON ONDAIDIT DY WX TN
WYY 10D DI MDD NV
YDDIN DDXINN PP ... DNNP
TN NIV ' YIND NN YIVD
.DPINND

= choice, free will
Book of Numbers setting up

Da'at Zkeinim, Num. 1:2

Compilation of Franco-German Commentators (1100s-1200s)
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Take a census — In the Moav plains [after 40 years],
the count of their descendants entering the Land
depended on the[ir ancestors] whom Moshe and
Aharon accounted here.

Kli Yakar, Num. 1:2

R. Shlomo Ephraim ben Aaron Luntschitz (1550-1619 [Prague])
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There's a difficulty (B.T. Yoma 22b): One who counts
Jews violates a negative mitzvah, as in (Hosha 2:1),
"The number of the Children of Israel will be as the
sands of the sea, which cannot be measured" — thus
cannot be counted. Yet by its p’shat there is no
difficulty: To the Holy Blessed One, they are exactly
as the [uncountable] number of stars whom God
finds and causes to be counted. They have 'number'
to show that God conducts each by its own way, so
none has a fixed human measure or count except by
the fallacy of human accounting. Nobody can count
a person's potential.

Mei Hashiloah, Num. 1:2

R. Mordekhai Yosef Leiner of Ishbitz (1801-1854 [Poland])
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Take a census — As in aggrandize. By counting the
numbers of each tribe, each individual will know
his special importance [in the "whole community of
the Children of Israel, which cannot be numbered
(Hosea 2:1)].... For only amidst the whole of Israel is
God's greatness recognized: if just one member of
the whole of Israel is missing, then the whole will be
lacking. It is like a mosaic image of a king made of
thousands of parts: if just one were lost, the king's
image would be lacking. So at the time that each
person of Israel would be counted, the greatness of
each among Israel [would be counted], for each of
Israel is a portion of the Holy Blessed One as in
(Deut. 32:9), "God's nation is a portion of God."

Each person possesses an attribute of the Holy
Blessed One's attributes, so at the time a person is
counted, Godself is present in that person's
attribute, and what is counted then is the greatest of
all things. Thus each member of Israel is elevated.
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Noam FElimelekh, Nasso 1

R. Elimelekh Weisblum of Lizhensk (1717-1787 [Poland])
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Raise the head ... per head by their ancestral house
— The tzaddik raises the whole world and lifts them
by the tzaddik's cleaving and holiness, and by this
the tzaddik brings them closer to serving the Holy
Blessed Creator: this is called "raising the head."
Thus God commanded that the raising of the head
be in accordance to the gilgulim [reincarnations],
since the tzaddik who knows the reincarnations of
souls can know which individual has a sanctified
soul, or from which world the individual's soul
was taken. Moshe and Aharon were of such a
spiritual level: they knew the reincarnation of
souls, so the Holy Blessed One commanded them
"Raise the head... according to their gilgulim," that
is, according to the reincarnation of the souls you
will raise them up.

Yet p’shat folks whose souls are not at such a high
[spiritual] level, they too need ascent and raising
the head. Why should they be lessened? By what
can they be raised since they are below? For this,
the tzaddik must bind them to their holy ancestors
who are included in the generality of Israel: then
they can be raised via the ancestors. This is why
sometimes "by their ancestral houses" is written
before "by their families," for first one must bind
them to their ancestors, so as to raise them among
the rest of the families of Israel. Regarding those
who are tzaddikim, whose souls come from Upper
Worlds, it is switched. Thus one raises in order
from low to high, beginning with their families and
then their ancestor houses, to bind them with the
level of their ancestors.



