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the first seder
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Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzovotav

v'tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.

Soul Spa 32 — P. Emor
May 18, 2024
10 Iyar 5784

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting
command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.

Leviticus 23:1-4, 10b-16

1-2. YHVH spoke to Moshe saying, Speak to the
Children of Israel, and say to them: The festivals of
YHVH, which you will proclaim as holy gatherings
— these are My festivals.

3-5. Six days work will be done, and the seventh
day is Shabbat, proclaimed holy. Do no work on it:
These
are the festivals of YHVH proclaimed holy, that you

will proclaim in their festivals. At dusk on the \

fourteenth day of the first month at dusk is
Passover to YHVH....

10b-12. When you come to the Land that I give you
and reap its harvest, you will bring an omer of the
first [barley] cuttings to the kohein. He will wave [it]
before YHVH to be accepted for you. He will wave
it on the day after Shabbat. You will offer that day,
when you waive the cutting, a yearling male lamb
without blemish as burnt offering before YHVH.

13-14. Itsmeal offering will be two tenths of fine
flour with oil, a fire offering to YHVH for a sweet
fragrance, and its drink offering is a quarter hin of
wine. Eat no bread, parched grain, or green ears
until this day you bring this korban to your God....

15-16. Count for yourselves from the day after

OMER yay nanmn my-nx 0ox0an  Shabbat, from the day you bring the [barley] omer of
COUNT T MmN TY YN nn ninay  the wave offering, seven Shabbatot, they must be
is this OV DWNN DN NN NavYn  complete, until the day after the seventh Shabbat,
Shavuot? @RYTEME 0117 count 50 days. Offer a new meal korban to YHVH.
* Specific times given, no confusion
P Pshat * Specific formulas given for korbanot
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* Need to pay attention to specific times
R R(e;;iz » Distinguished from Shabbat — tightly relational
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Sod |° Divine partnership inherent in sacred time
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Isaiah 43:10-12
You are My witness, says YHVY], and you are My
servant whom I chose, so that ygurfattswould] know
and believe in Me, and know th efore Me
no "god" ever was formed, and aftex Me noxe ever
will be. I, I, am YHVH: none other than Me deliver.
I foretold) I saved, I made it heard,|and no strange

"god" was among you. You are My witness,Says
YHVH: And Iam God.  passover & Shavuot

Pesikta d'Rav Kahana 12:6
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“You are My witness, says YHVH, that I am God"
[Isaiah 43:10]. R.Shimon bar Yohai explained: If

you're My witness, then I'm YHVH, but if [you're]
not [My witness], then I'm not, asitwere, YHVH.
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Final Blessings of Kiddush
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m'kadeish ha-Shabbat
mkadeish Yisrael v ha-zmanim

m'kadeish ha-Shabbat, v’ Yisrael v’ ha-zmanim.

PRELUDE TO SHAVUOT
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Holiday of Reaping
Hag HaKatzir

Exodus 23:14-17

14-15. Celebrate to Me shalosh regalim per year.
Keep the holiday of matzot: for seven days eat
matzot as I commanded you in its festival month
of Aviy, for in it you went out from Egypt, so you
will not be seen before Me empty handed.

16-17. You will make the holiday of reaping with
the first fruits sown in'the field, and the holiday
of gathering at year's end year with the produce
you gathered from the field. Three times per year,
you [all] will be seen before the Lord YHVH.

Exodus 34:22

Make for yourselves the holiday of weeks with
your first wheat reaping, and the holiday of
gathering at the turn of the year.

Numbers 28:26

On the day of firstfruits, your bringing a korban
of new grain to YHVH in your weeks, that day
will be proclaimed holy for you — do no work.

Holiday of Weeks
Hag HaShavuot

Day of First Fruits
Yom HaBikurim
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[t’s not this but close — Shemini Atzeret = Simchat Torah
B.T. Pesahim 68b

Mar, son of Ravina, all year would fast during the
day and eating only sparsely at night, except

for the , and Purim, and the eve of
Yom Kippur. [Why] on the [day of] Atzeret? For

on that day, Torah was given.
Omer count —> = SHAVUOT
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Holiday of Reaping Holiday of Weeks Day of First Fruits
Hag HaKatzir Hag HaShavuot Yom HaBikurim
Day of Stopping Time of Giving Our Torah
Hag HaAtzeret Zman Matan Torateinu

HUH? WHEN WAS TORAH GIVEN? HOW DO WE KNOW THAT'S SHAVUOT?

Leviticus 23:15-16

Count for yourselves from the day after Shabbat,
from the day you bring the omer of the [barley]
wave offering, seven Shabbatot, to be complete, until
the day after the seventh Shabbat, count 50 days.
Offer a new meal korban to YHVH.

= second seder
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Exodus 19 14+30+1

1. At the [start of the] third month of the
Children of Israel's going out from the Land of
Egypt, on that day they came to Sinai.

3. Moses ascended to God, and God called him
from the mountain saying, "This is what you
will say to the House of Jacob and tell the
Children of Israel."

7. Moses came and called to the elders of the
nation, and put before them all that YHVH
commanded him. All the nation answered
together saying, "All that YHVH commanded,
we will do." Moses conveyed the nation's
words to YHVH.

11. [Moses told the people:] Be ready on the
third day, for on the third day YHVH will
descend onto Mount Sinai in the eyes of all the
people.

16. On the third day, at morning's dawn, there
was thunder and lightning, a dense cloud on
the Mountain, and a very strong horn blast: all
the people in camp trembled....

20:1-2. God spoke all these words saying: I AM
YHVH your God who took you out of the Land
of Egypt, from the house of bondage....

Days

45

50

AGRICULTURAL SHAVUOT = OMER SHAVUOT = TORAH SHAVUOT
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Synesthesia
(Ex. 20:15)

Awe
(Ex. 20:15)

Gratitude
(Lev. 23:10)

Character &

Completion
(Lev. 23:15)

Covenant
(Ex. 19:8)

Pilgrimage
(Ex. 23:15,17)

SHAVUOT THEMES
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All the nation saw the thunder
and lightning, and the shofar
blast and the mountain smoking.

The nation felt awe, and they fell
back and stood at a distance.

[When] you reap its harvest, you
will bring the first omer of its
reaping to the priest....

Count for yourselves, from the
day after "Shabbat" when you
bring the omer of the wave
offering, seven weeks: they must
be complete.

All the nation answered together
saying: "All that YHVH
commanded, we will do!"

All will be seen before the face of
the sovereign, YHVH - and none

will be seen before Me empty-
handed.

MUTUALITY OF WITNESSING & PROCLAIMING
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Isaiah 43:10
You are My witness, says YHVH...

Leviticus 23:1-2
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Children of Israel, and say to them: The festivals of
YHVH, which you will proclaim as holy gatherings

»>7vin on NN — these are My festivals.
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WITNESSING IN ANNUAL CYCLE

Holiday of Matzot Liberation
Holiday of Reaping, Weeks, .
First Fruits, Atzeret, Torah Revelation
Holiday of gathering Redemption



