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CָרQU אַתָּה יהוwwה
אOֱהֵינU מֶלQֶ הָעIלָם
אֲֹשֶר קִדְֹשָנCְ UמִצIְתָיו

וְצUִָנU לַעֲסIק
Cְדִבְרֵי תIּרָה/

Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam

asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting

command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.

Leviticus 23:1-4, 10b-16
וַיְדCֵַר יהוwwה אֶל־מֹשֶׁה לֵּאמֹר: CֵSַר 

 מIעֲדֵיאֶל־Cְנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל וְאָמַרְתָּ אֲלֵהֶם 
יהוwwה אֲשֶׁר־תִּקְרְאU אֹתָם מִקְרָאֵי קֹדֶשׁ

:מIעֲדָיאֵלֶּה הֵם 

1-2. YHVH spoke to Moshe saying, Speak to the 
Children of Israel, and say to them: The festivals of 
YHVH, which you will proclaim as holy gatherings
– these are My festivals.

שֵׁשֶׁת יָמִים תֵּעָשֶׂה מְלָאכָה UבIHַם 
הַשְּׁבִיעִי שCַַׁת שCַָׁתIן מִקְרָא־קֹדֶשׁ כָּל־
מְלָאכָה Oא תַעֲשUׂ שCַָׁת הִוא לַהCְ wכֹל 

 יהוwwה מִקְרָאֵימIעֲדֵימIשְׁבֹתֵיכֶם: אֵלֶּה 
:  CְמIעֲדָםקֹדֶשׁ אֲשֶׁר־תִּקְרְאU אֹתָם 

Cַחֹדֶשׁ הָרִאשIׁן CְאַרCְָעָה עָשָׂר לַחֹדֶשׁ 
Cֵין הָעַרCְָיִם פֶּסַח לַיהוwwה: ///

3-5. Six days work will be done, and the seventh 
day is Shabbat, proclaimed holy.  Do no work on it: 
it is Shabbat to YHVH in all your dwellings.  These 
are the festivals of YHVH proclaimed holy, that you
will proclaim in their festivals.  At dusk on the 
fourteenth day of the first month at dusk is 
Passover to YHVH....

כִּי־תָבֹאU אֶל־הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר אֲנִי נֹתֵן לָכֶם
עֹמֶר־אֶת וַהֲבֵאתֶם קְצִירVָ־אֶת Uקְצַרְתֶּם
 ־אֶל־הַכֹּהֵן: וְהֵנִיף אֶת קְצִירְכֶם רֵאשִׁית
מִמָּחֳרַת  לִרְצֹנְכֶם יהוwwה לִפְנֵי הָעֹמֶר

הַשCַָּׁת יְנִיפֶנUּ הַכֹּהֵן: וַעֲשִׂיתֶם CְיIם 
הֲנִיפְכֶם אֶת־הָעֹמֶר כֶּבֶשׂ תָּמִים 

Cֶן־שְׁנָתI לְעֹלָה לַיהוwwה

10b-12. When you come to the Land that I give you 
and reap its harvest, you will bring an omer of the 
first [barley] cuttings to the kohein.  He will wave [it]
before YHVH to be accepted for you.  He will wave 
it on the day after Shabbat.  You will offer that day, 
when you waive the cutting, a yearling male lamb 
without blemish as burnt offering before YHVH.  

UמִנְחָתI שְׁנֵי עֶשְׂרֹנִים סֹלֶת CְלUלָה 
בַשֶּׁמֶן אִשֶּׁה לַיהוwwה רֵיחַ נִיחֹחַ וְנִסְכֹּה 
יַיִן רְבִיעִת הַהִין: וְלֶחֶם וְקָלִי וְכַרְמֶל Oא

תֹאכְלU עַד־עֶצֶם הIHַם הZֶַה עַד 
הֲבִיאֲכֶם אֶת־קָרCְַן אOֱהֵיכֶם///:

13-14. Its meal offering will be two tenths of fine 
flour with oil, a fire offering to YHVH for a sweet 
fragrance, and its drink offering is a quarter hin of 
wine.  Eat no bread, parched grain, or green ears 
until this day you bring this korban to your God....

Uסְפַרְתֶּם לָכֶם מִמָּחֳרַת הַשCַָּׁת מIHִם 
הֲבִיאֲכֶם אֶת־עֹמֶר הַתְּנUפָה שֶׁבַע 

שCַָׁתIת תְּמִימתֹ תִּהְיֶינָה: עַד מִמָּחֳרַת 
הַשCַָּׁת הַשְּׁבִיעִת תִּסְפְּרU חֲמִשִּׁים יIם 

וְהִקְרַבְתֶּם מִנְחָה חֲדָשָׁה יהוwwה: 

15-16. Count for yourselves from the day after 
Shabbat, from the day you bring the [barley] omer of
the wave offering, seven Shabbatot, they must be 
complete, until the day after the seventh Shabbat, 
count 50 days.  Offer a new meal korban to YHVH.
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Isaiah 43:10-12
 נְאֻם־יְהוwwָ֔ה וְעַבSְִ֖י אֲשֶׁ֣ר עֵדַי֙אַתֶּ֤ם 

 ֙Uלִ֤י וְתָבִ֙ינ Uוְתַאֲמִ֨ינ Uחָ֑רְתִּי תֵּ֠דְעCָ
כִּֽי־אֲנִ֣י הU֔א לְפָנַי֙ Oא־נI֣צַר אֵ֔ל וְאַחֲרַ֖י 

O֥א יִהְיֶֽה׃ אָנֹכִ֥י אָנֹכִ֖י יְהוwwָ֑ה וְאֵ֥ין 
מCִַלְעָדַ֖י מIשִֽׁיעַ׃ אָנֹכִ֞י הDִַ֤דְתִּי וְהIשַׁ֙עְתִּי֙ 

 עֵדַ֛יוְהִשְׁמַ֔עְתִּי וְאֵ֥ין Cָכֶ֖ם זָ֑ר/ וְאַתֶּ֥ם 
נְאֻם־יְהוwwָ֖ה וַֽאֲנִי־אֵֽל׃

You are My witness, says YHVH, and you are My 
servant whom I chose, so that you [all would] know
and believe in Me, and know that I AM: Before Me 
no "god" ever was formed, and after Me none ever 
will be.  I, I, am YHVH: none other than Me deliver. 
I foretold, I saved, I made it heard, and no strange 
"god" was among you.  You are My witness, says 
YHVH: And I am God.

Pesikta d'Rav Kahana 12:6
 נאם יהוwwה ואני אל/ תני רw עדיואתם 

 נאם עדישמעw בן יוחי אם אתם 
 עדייהוwwה' אני אל' ואם אין אתם 

כביכול אין אני יהוwwה/

“You are My witness, says YHVH, that I am God" 
[Isaiah 43:10].  R. Shimon bar Yohai explained: If 
you're My witness, then I'm YHVH, but if [you're] 
not [My witness], then I'm not, as it were, YHVH.

Final Blessings of Kiddush
Shabbat מְקSֵַשׁ הַשCַָּׁת: m'kadeish ha-Shabbat

Festival מְקSֵַשׁ יִשְׂרָאֵל וְהZְַמַנִּים: m'kadeish Yisrael v'ha-zmanim

Both מְקSֵַשׁ הַשCַָּׁת וְיִשְׂרָאֵל וְהZְַמַנִּים: m'kadeish ha-Shabbat, v'Yisrael v'ha-zmanim.

PRELUDE TO SHAVUOT

Exodus 23:14-17
שOָׁשׁ רְגָלִים תָּחֹג לִי Cַשָּׁנָה: אֶת־חַג 
הַמַּצIּת תִּשְׁמֹר שִׁבְעַת יָמִים תֹּאכַל 

 חֹדֶשׁ לְמIעֵדכַּאֲשֶׁר צUִִיתWִ  מַצIּת
הָאָבִיב כִּי־בI יָצָאתָ מִמִּצְרָיִם וOְא־ 

יֵרָאU פָנַי רֵיקָם:

14-15. Celebrate to Me shalosh regalim per year. 
Keep the holiday of matzot: for seven days eat 
matzot as I commanded you in its festival month 
of Aviv, for in it you went out from Egypt, so you 
will not be seen before Me empty handed.

וְחַג הַרָּצִיר CִכUּרֵי מַעֲשֶׂיW אֲשֶׁר תִּזְרַע 
Cַשָּׂדֶה וְחַג הָאָסִף Cְצֵאת הַשָּׁנָה 

CְאָסְפWְּ אֶת־מַעֲשֶׂיW מִן־הַשָּׂדֶה: שOָׁשׁ 
פְּעָמִים Cַשָּׁנָה יֵרָאֶה כָּל־זְכUרWְ אֶל־פְּנֵי 

הָאָדֹן יהוwwה: 

16-17. You will make the holiday of reaping with 
the first fruits sown in the field, and the holiday 
of gathering at year's end year with the produce 
you gathered from the field. Three times per year,
you [all] will be seen before the Lord YHVH.

Exodus 34:22
וְחַג שָׁבֻעֹת תַּעֲשֶׂה לCִ WְכUּרֵי קְצִיר 
חYִִים וְחַג הָאָסִיף תְּקUפַת הַשָּׁנָה: 

Make for yourselves the holiday of weeks with 
your first wheat reaping, and the holiday of 
gathering at the turn of the year. 

Numbers 28:26
מִנְחָה  Cְהַקְרִיבְכֶם הCִַכUּרִים בְיIם

מִקְרָא קֹדֶשׁ Cְשָׁבֻעֹתֵיכֶם לַיהוwwה חֲדָשָׁה
Oא תַעֲשUׂ: עֲבֹדָה כָּל־מְלֶאכֶת לָכֶם יִהְיֶה

On the day of first fruits, your bringing a korban 
of new grain to YHVH in your weeks, that day 
will be proclaimed holy for you – do no work.

Holiday of Reaping
Hag HaKatzir

Holiday of Weeks
Hag HaShavuot

Day of First Fruits
Yom HaBikurim
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B.T. Pesahim 68b
מר בריה דרבינא כולה שתא הוה יתיב
בתעניתא לבר מעצרתא ופוריא ומעלי

יומא דכיפורי עצרת יום שניתנה בו 
תורה:

Mar, son of Ravina, all year would fast during the
day and eating only sparsely at night, except 
for the day of Atzeret, and Purim, and the eve of 
Yom Kippur.  [Why] on the [day of] Atzeret?  For 
on that day, Torah was given.

Holiday of Reaping
Hag HaKatzir

Holiday of Weeks
Hag HaShavuot

Day of First Fruits
Yom HaBikurim

Day of Stopping
Hag HaAtzeret

Time of Giving Our Torah
Zman Matan Torateinu

HUH? WHEN WAS TORAH GIVEN? HOW DO WE KNOW THAT'S SHAVUOT?

Leviticus 23:15-16
Uסְפַרְתֶּם לָכֶם מִמָּחֳרַת הַשCַָּׁת מIHִם 

הֲבִיאֲכֶם אֶת־עֹמֶר הַתְּנUפָה שֶׁבַע 
שCַָׁתIת תְּמִימתֹ תִּהְיֶינָה: עַד מִמָּחֳרַת 
הַשCַָּׁת הַשְּׁבִיעִת תִּסְפְּרU חֲמִשִּׁים יIם 

וְהִקְרַבְתֶּם מִנְחָה חֲדָשָׁה יהוwwה: 

Count for yourselves from the day after Shabbat, 
from the day you bring the omer of the [barley] 
wave offering, seven Shabbatot, to be complete, until
the day after the seventh Shabbat, count 50 days.  
Offer a new meal korban to YHVH.

שמות יwwט Exodus 19 Days

Cַחֹדֶשׁ הַשְּׁלִישִׁי לְצֵאת Cְנֵי־ 
יִשְׂרָאֵל מֵאֶרֶץ מִצְרָיִם IHCַם 

הZֶַה CָאU מִדCְַר סִינָי:

1. At the [start of the] third month of the 
Children of Israel's going out from the Land of 
Egypt, on that day they came to Sinai.

45

Uמֹשֶׁה עָלָה אֶל־הָאOֱהִים 
וHִַקְרָא אֵלָיו יהוwwה מִן־הָהָר 

לֵאמֹר כֹּה תֹאמַר לְבֵית יַעֲקֹב 
וְתDֵַיד לִבְנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל: 

3. Moses ascended to God, and God called him 
from the mountain saying, "This is what you 
will say to the House of Jacob and tell the 
Children of Israel." 

1

וHַָבֹא מֹשֶׁה וHִַקְרָא לְזִקְנֵי הָעָם 
וHַָשֶׂם לִפְנֵיהֶם אֵת כָּל־הSְַבָרִים 
 UעֲנHַַה: וwwיהו UָהUִהָאֵלֶּה אֲשֶׁר צ
כָל־הָעָם יַחSְָו וHַֹאמְרU כֹּל אֲשֶׁר־

CֶSִר יהוwwה נַעֲשֶׂה וHַָשֶׁב מֹשֶׁה 
אֶת־Sִבְרֵי הָעָם אֶל־יהוwwה:

7. Moses came and called to the elders of the 
nation, and put before them all that YHVH 
commanded him.  All the nation answered 
together saying, "All that YHVH commanded, 
we will do." Moses conveyed the nation's 
words to YHVH.

1

יא/ וְהָיU נְכֹנִים לIHַם הַשְּׁלִישִׁי כִּי
IHCַם הַשְּׁלִשִׁי יֵרֵד יהוwwה לְעֵינֵי 

כָל־הָעָם עַל־הַר סִינָי:

11. [Moses told the people:] Be ready on the 
third day, for on the third day YHVH will 
descend onto Mount Sinai in the eyes of all the 
people.

3

וַיְהִי בIHַם הַשְּׁלִישִׁי Cִהְיתֹ הCַֹקֶר
Oת Uבְרָקִים וְעָנָן כָּבֵד  וַיְהִי קֹ

עַל־הָהָר וְקֹל שֹׁפָר חָזָק מְאֹד 
וHֶַחֱרַד כָּל־הָעָם אֲשֶׁר Cַמַּחֲנֶה: ///

וַיְדCֵַ֣ר אOֱהִ֔ים אֵ֛ת כׇּל־הSְַבָרִ֥ים 
הָאֵ֖לֶּה לֵאמֹֽר׃ אָֽנֹכִ֖י֙ יהֹוwwָ֣ה 

אOֱהֶ֑֔יW אֲשֶׁ֧ר הIצֵאתִ֛יW מֵאֶ֥רֶץ 
ֽים׃͏מִצְרַ֖יִם מCִֵ֣֥ית עֲבָדִ֑

16. On the third day, at morning's dawn, there 
was thunder and lightning, a dense cloud on 
the Mountain, and a very strong horn blast: all 
the people in camp trembled....

20:1-2. God spoke all these words saying: I AM 
YHVH your God who took you out of the Land
of Egypt, from the house of bondage....

______
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AGRICULTURAL SHAVUOT = OMER SHAVUOT = TORAH SHAVUOT
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SHAVUOT THEMES

Synesthesia
(Ex. 20:15)

וְכָל הָעָם רֹאִים אֶת הַרOIּת וְאֶת 
הַלַּפִּידִם וְאֵת קIל הַשֹּׁפָר וְאֶת־הָהָר עָשֵׁן:

All the nation saw the thunder 
and lightning, and the shofar 
blast and the mountain smoking.

Awe
(Ex. 20:15) וHַַרְא הָעָם וHַָנֻעU וHַַעַמְדU מֵרָחֹק: The nation felt awe, and they fell

back and stood at a distance.

Gratitude
(Lev. 23:10)

Uקְצַרְתֶּם אֶת־קְצִירVָ וַהֲבֵאתֶם אֶת־עֹמֶר 
רֵאשִׁית קְצִירְכֶם אֶל הַכֹּהֵן:

[When] you reap its harvest, you
will bring the first omer of its 
reaping to the priest....

Character &
Completion
(Lev. 23:15)

Uסְפַרְתֶּם לָכֶם מִמָּחֳרַת הַשCַָּׁת מIHִם 
הֲבִיאֲכֶם אֶת־עֹמֶר הַתְּנUפָה שֶׁבַע שCַָׁתIת

תְּמִימֹת תִּהְיֶינָה:

Count for yourselves, from the 
day after "Shabbat" when you 
bring the omer of the wave 
offering, seven weeks: they must
be complete.

Covenant
(Ex. 19:8)

וHַַעֲנU כָל־הָעָם יַחSְָו וHַֹאמְרU כֹּל 
אֲשֶׁר־CֶSִר יהוwwה נַעֲשֶׂה:

All the nation answered together
saying: "All that YHVH 
commanded, we will do!"

Pilgrimage
(Ex. 23:15,17)

יֵרָאֶה כָּל־זְכUרWְ אֶל־פְּנֵי הָאָדֹן יהוwwה /// 
וOְא־יֵרָאU פָנַי רֵיקָם/:

All will be seen before the face of
the sovereign, YHVH – and none
will be seen before Me empty-
handed.

MUTUALITY OF WITNESSING & PROCLAIMING

Isaiah 43:10
...You are My witness, says YHVH נְאֻם־יְהוwwָ֔ה///עֵדַי֙אַתֶּ֤ם 

Leviticus 23:1-2
וַיְדCֵַר יהוwwה אֶל־מֹשֶׁה לֵּאמֹר: CֵSַר 

 מIעֲדֵיאֶל־Cְנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל וְאָמַרְתָּ אֲלֵהֶם 
יהוwwה אֲשֶׁר־תִּקְרְאU אֹתָם מִקְרָאֵי קֹדֶשׁ

:מIעֲדָיאֵלֶּה הֵם 

1-2. YHVH spoke to Moshe saying, Speak to the 
Children of Israel, and say to them: The festivals of 
YHVH, which you will proclaim as holy gatherings
– these are My festivals.

WITNESSING IN ANNUAL CYCLE

Passover
פסח Holiday of Matzot Liberation

Shavuot
שבועות

Holiday of Reaping, Weeks,
First Fruits, Atzeret, Torah Revelation

Sukkot
סוכות Holiday of gathering Redemption


