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CָרQU אַתָּה יהוwwה
אOֱהֵינU מֶלQֶ הָעIלָם
אֲֹשֶר קִדְֹשָנCְ UמִצIְתָיו

וְצUִָנU לַעֲסIק
Cְדִבְרֵי תIּרָה/

Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam

asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting

command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.

Leviticus 19:1-18
וַיְדCֵַר יהוwwה אֶל־מֹשֶׁה לֵּאמֹר: CֵSַר 

עֲדַת Cְנֵי־יִשְׂרָאֵל וְאָמַרְתָּ אֲלֵהֶם־כָּל־אֶל
קְדשִׁים תִּהְיU כִּי קָדIשׁ אֲנִי יהוwwה 

אOֱהֵיכֶם: אִישׁ אִמIּ וְאָבִיו תִּירָאU וְאֶת־
שCְַׁתֹתַי תִּשְׁמרUֹ אֲנִי יהוwwה אOֱהֵיכֶם: 
אַל־תִּפְנU אֶל־הָאֱלִילִם וֵאOהֵי מַסֵּכָה 

לָכֶם אֲנִי יהוwwה אOֱהֵיכֶם: ///  תַעֲשO Uׂא

1-4. YHVH spoke to Moses saying: Speak to all the 
congregation of the Children of Israel and say to 
them, 'Be holy for I, YHVH your God, am holy.' 
Each will have awe of one's mother and father, and 
keep My Shabbatot: I am YHVH your God.  Do not 
turn to idols or make molten 'gods' for yourselves: I
am YHVH your God....

Uבְקֻצְרְכֶם אֶת־קְצִיר אַרְצְכֶם Oא 
 Wְלִקְצרֹ וְלֶקֶט קְצִיר Wְתְכַלֶּה פְּאַת שָׂד
Oא תְלַרֵּט: וְכַרְמO Wְא תְעIלֵל Uפֶרֶט 

כַּרְמO Wְא תְלַרֵּט לֶעָנִי וְלDֵַר תַּעֲזבֹ 
 Uא תִּגְנֹבO :הֵיכֶםOֱה אwwאֹתָם אֲנִי יהו

וOְא־ תְכַחֲשUׁ וOְא־תְשַׁרְּרU אִישׁ 
CַעֲמִיתI: וOְא־תִשָּׁבְעU בִשְׁמִי לַשָּׁקֶר 
וְחִלַּלְתָּ אֶת־שֵׁם אOֱהֶיW אֲנִי יהוwwה: 

9-12. When you reap your land's harvest, do not 
reap to your field's corners or gather a harvest's 
gleanings. 10-12. Do not glean your vineyard or 
gather each grape of your vineyard.  Leave them for
the poor and stranger: I am YHVH your God.  Do 
not steal, or deal falsely, or lie to each other. Do not 
swear by My name falsely, or profane the Name of 
your God: I am YHVH.

Oא־תַעֲשׁקֹ אֶת־רֵעWֲ וOְא תִגְזֹל 
Oא־תָלִין פְּעֻלַּת שָׂכִיר אִתWְּ עַד־Cֹקֶר: 

Oא־תְקַלֵּל חֵרֵשׁ וְלִפְנֵי עUִֶר Oא תִתֵּן 
מִכְשֹׁל וְיָרֵאתָ מֵּאOֱהֶיW אֲנִי יהוwwה: 
Oא־תַעֲשUׂ עָוֶל Cַמִּשְׁפָּט Oא־תִשָּׂא 

פְנֵי־דָל וOְא תֶהSְַר פְּנֵי גָדIל Cְצֶדֶק 
:Wֶתִּשְׁפֹּט עֲמִית

13-15. Do not defraud or rob your neighbor: a 
laborer's wages will not stay with you all night until
morning. Do not curse the deaf or give a stumbling 
block to the blind.  Have awe of your God: I am 
YHVH. Do no wrong in judgment. Do not raise the 
poor's cause or glorify the mighty's cause: judge 
your neighbor in justice.  

 Oא־תֵלQֵ רָכִיל CְעַמֶּיO Wא תַעֲמֹד 
עַל־Sַם רֵעWֶ אֲנִי יהוwwה: Oא־תִשְׂנָא 

אֶת־אָחִיCִ WלְבָבWֶ הIכֵחַ תIּכִיחַ 
אֶת־עֲמִיתWֶ וOְא־תִשָּׂא עָלָיו חֵטְא: 
 Wֶּנֵי עַמCְֹר אֶת־Yִא־תOְא־תִרֹּם וO

וְאָהַבְתָּ לְרֵעWֲ כָּמWI אֲנִי יהוwwה: 

16-18. Do not slander your people or stand on your 
neighbor's blood: I am YHVH. Do not hate kin in 
your heart: rebuke your neighbor but not by sin. Do
not avenge or bear a grudge against children of 
your people. Love your neighbor as yourself: I am 
YHVH.
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• “Do not curse the deaf” = implies more than physical hearing 
•  Harkens back to the “wicked son”; hurt people hurt people
• vv.13-17 are about being “productive” 
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Rashi, Lev. 19:2 • Sifra Kedoshim 1:1
דבר אל כל עדת בני ישראל - מלמד 
שהפרשה נאמרה בהקהל ומפני מה 

שרוב גופי תורה מפני בהקהל נאמרה
 wקדוש כי תהיו קדושיםתלוים בה/ פ 

 אתם מקדישיםהw אלהיכם - אם  אנ
עצמיכם מעלה אני עליכם כאלו 

 מקדישיםאין  ואם אותי קידשתם
עצמכם מעלה אני עליכם כאלו לא 

 אותי/ או אינו אומר אלא קידשתם
 אתם אותי הריני מקדישים אם

 תלמודמקודש ואם לאו איני מקודש
 אני ביןבקדושתי אני' קדושלומר כי 
 מקדשים אותי ובין אין מקדשים

אותי' אבא שאול אומר פמליא למלך
ומה עליה להיות מחקה למלך

Speak to all the congregation of the Children of 
Israel  – This teaches that this parashah should be 
recited publicly. Why? Because most Torah matters 
rely on it. To be holy is to be distinctive – separate, to
say that if you all make yourselves holy, then I will 
consider it as if you made Me that way; but if you do
not make yourselves so, then I will consider it as if 
you have not made Me so. 

Or simply: if you make yourselves so, then I am 
made so; but if not then I am not made so. But Torah 
teaches: “For I, YHVH, am holy,” so in My holiness I 
AM whether or not you make Me so.  Abba asks: 
"What is the duty of the sovereign's servants? To 
imitate the sovereign."

Vayikra Rabbah 24:5 = Midrash Tanhuma Kedoshim 3
רw לוי אמר מפני שעשרת הדברות 

כלולין בתוכה אנכי הw אלהיך וכתיב 
הכא אני הw אלהיכם לא יהיה לך 

וכתיב הכא ואלהי מסכה לא תעשו 
לכם לא תשא וכתיב הכא ולא 

תשבעו בשמי זכור את יום השבת 
וכתיב הכא את שבתתי תשמורו כבד
את אביך ואת אמך וכתיב הכא איש 

אמו ואביו תיראו לא תרצח וכתיב 
הכא לא תעמוד על דם רעך לא 

תנאף וכתיב הכא מות יומת הנואף 
והנואפת לא תגנוב וכתיב הכא לא 

תגנובו לא תענה וכתיב הכא לא תלך
רכיל לא תחמוד וכתיב הכא ואהבת 

לרעך כמוך/

R. Levi said: The Ten Commandments are included 
in it: 1) “I am YHVH your God”; here, “I am YHVH 
your God” (v2). 2) “Have no [other gods]"; here, “Do
not make yourself molten gods” (v4).  3) “Do not 
take [the Name of YHVH in vain]”; here, “Do not 
swear falsely by My Name” (v12). 4) “Remember the
Shabbat day,” here: “Keep My Shabbatot”(v3). 5) 
“Honor your father and your mother”; here: “Each 
will have awe of one's mother and father” (v3). 6) 
“Do not murder”; here, “Do not stand on your 
neighbor's blood”(v16). 7) “Do not adulter”; later, 
“adulterers will be killed” (v10). 8) “Do not steal”; 
“Do not steal” (v11). 9) “Do not bear false witness”; 
here, “Do not slander” (v16). 10) “Do not covet,” 
here, “Love your neighbor as yourself” (v18).

Rashi, Lev. 19:18 • Sifra Kedoshim 4:12
ואהבת לרעך כמוך/ אָמַר רCִַי עֲקִיבָא

זֶה כְּלָל DָדIל CַתIּרָה
Love your neighbor as yourself – R. Akiva said, "This
is a fundamental principle of Torah"

B.T. Shabbat 31a
שUׁב מַעֲשֶׂה CְגIי אw שCֶָׁא לִפְנֵי שַׁמַּאי/ 
אָמַר לHְDַ :Iירֵנִי עַל מְנָת שֶׁתְּלַמְּדֵנִי כׇּל 

הַתIּרָה כUּלVָּ כְּשֶׁאֲנִי עIמֵד עַל רֶגֶל 
אַחַת! SְחָפCְ Iאַמַּת הCִַנְיָן שCְֶׁיָדCָ /Iא 
לִפְנֵי הִלֵּל' DַיְירֵיV/ אָמַר לSַ :IעֲלQָ סְנֵי 

לְחַבְרQָ לָא תַּעֲבֵיד יהוwwה זI הִיא כׇּל 
הַתIּרָה כUּלVָּ' וְאִיQSַ פֵּירUשVָׁ הUא////

A gentile came to Shammai and said: "Convert me 
on condition that you teach me the whole Torah as I 
stand on one foot." Shammai pushed him away with
the builder’s cubit in his hand.  He went to Hillel. 
He converted him and said to him: "That which is 
hateful to you do not do to another – that is the 
whole Torah.  The rest is its interpretation....

Shefa Gold – Torah Journeys 120
Our journeys take us to the center of Torah, where we enter the mystery of the holy.

Leviticus is the middle book and Kedoshim is the middle portion. Here we are
blessed with a vision of holiness, a vision of what holiness might look like in our

world, in our everyday lives and at the center of our awareness. Kedoshim blesses us
with intimate knowledge of the source of that holiness. The reason we must be holy

is that God is holy. After every iǌunction this reasoning is alluded to through the
words, Ani YHVH: I am the unprounceable ground of being, the breath of life.

David Evan Markus
holy co-dependence!
WE MAKE GOD HOLY?!!



Midrash Tanhuma, Kedoshim 2:1
 Qֶמֶה' לְמֶלIS בָרSַָשׁמָשָׁל לְמָה הSִֵּשֶׁר

אִשָּׁה/ אָמַר לVָ: הIאִיל וְנִתְקSַַשְׁתְּ 
לִשְׁמִי' אֲנִי מֶלQֶ וְאַתְּ מַלְכָּה/ כְּשֵׁם 

שֶׁהUא כְּבIדִי' כQָּ הUא כְּבIדQֵ/ לָמָּה' 
שֶׁאַתְּ אִשְׁתִּי/ כQָּ אָמַר הַקבwwה לְמֹשֶׁה' 

 WְשׁלSֵַשְׁתֶּםוְקSִַאֶת הָעָם שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר: וְק 
 הַקבwwה וְאָמַר קSְִשָׁםהIHַם Uמָחָר/ 

לָהֶם לְיִשְׂרָאֵל' וְאַתֶּם תִּהְיU לִי 
/ לָמָּה' כִּי קָדIשׁמַמְלֶכֶת כֹּהֲנִים וְגIי 

קְדIשִׁים אֲנִי הw/ אַף אַתֶּם תִּהְיU קָדIשׁ
 אֶתְכֶם לִשְׁמִי' שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר:שֶׁרSִַּשְׁתִּיכְּשֵׁם 

CֵSַר אַל כָּל עֲדַת Cְנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל וְאָמַרְתָּ 
 תִּהְיU/ אָמַר לָהֶם קְדֹשִׁיםאֲלֵיהֶם 

הַקבwwה' זְכִיתֶם' אַתֶּם נִקְרָאִים עֲדַת 
קְדֹשִׁים/ Oא זְכִיתֶם' אַתֶּם נִקְרָאִים 
עֵדָה רָעָה' שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר: עַד מָתַי לָעֵדָה 

הָרָעָה/

A king marries a wife. He said to her, “Because you 
are married  to my name, I am king and you queen. 
Just as my name is an honor for me, so it is an honor 
for you. Why? Because you are my wife.” Thus the 
Holy Blessed One said to Moses, “Go and kadeish the
nation,” as in (Ex. 19:10), “Sanctify them today and 
tomorrow.” The Holy Blessed One kadeish–ed them 
and said to them (Ex. 19:6), “You will be for Me a 
kingdom of priests, a holy nation.” Why? (Lev. 19:2) 
“Because I YHVH am holy.” You will be made kadosh
just as you have made Me kadosh, as in (Lev. 19:2) 
“Speak to all the congregation of the Children of 
Israel, and say to them, ‘Be kadosh.’” The Holy 
Blessed One, said to them, “If you merit it, you will 
be called a holy congregation; if you do not merit it, 
you will be called an evil congregation, as in (Num. 
14:27), "How long will this evil congregation...?"

The Golden Rule
Maimonides
(Hilkhot Deot)

It is a mitzvah to love each and everyone as one loves oneself.

Nahmanides
(Igrot HaKodesh)

One must wish his fellow well in everything, as one does for 
oneself.  Torah commands, “Love another as oneself,”
so one should not limit one’s love.  Thus it says of Jonathan 
(about David), “He loved him as he loved his own soul”
(1 Sam. 20:17).  How?  By removing jealousy from his heart.

Isaiah Horowitz
(Shelah HaKodesh)

It is written, “You shall love YHVH your God,” and “Love 
your neighbor as yourself: I am YHVH”  See how these two 
loves are connected and united by God's own unity.

Christianity
(Matthew 7:12)

So in everything, all you wish that men should do unto you, 
do also unto them.

Jainism
(Yogashastra)

Regard all creatures as we regard our own self, so refrain from 
inflicting on others such iǌury as would appear undesirable to
us if inflicted upon ourselves.... Such is the only religion.

B.T. Yoma 69b

Rabbis succeeded in capturing the elusive yetzer ha-ra (evil impulse).  Unsure 
what to do next, they stuffed it into a big lead pot for three days. They considered 
killing it, to be rid of it once and for all – but they noticed something disturbing.  
Suddenly, across the land, nobody went to work.  Even chickens stopped laying 
eggs.  The rabbis realized that, for the sake of life, they had to let it go.

Bereishit Rabbah 9:7

If not for yetzer ha-ra, nobody would build a house, marry, have kids or do business.

Reb Nachman of Breslov, Likutei Moharan 2:49

Love your neighbor (Wֲרֵע) as yourself means also love your evil impulse (Wֲרַע) 
within yourself.  It's a great thing to have a yetzer ha-ra, for then one can serve God 
with the yetzer ha-ra itself. That is, to take all of the fire in one's heart and channel it 
to serving God – for example, to pray with fiery passion of the heart, etc.  For if there
is no yetzer ha-ra in a person, his or her service cannot be complete.


