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Eloheinu melekh ha-olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav
v’tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.

Soul Spa 31 - P. Kedoshim

A . May 11, 2024
ol 3 Iyar 5784
Barukh Atah Adonai Blessed are You, YHVH,

our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting
command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.

TIFERET SPACE in Tiferet Week of Omer

HEART, BALANCE, CENTER Leviticus 19:1-18

alternates
between
collective
and
individual
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Inherent in
everything that
came before

PUBLIC DECLARATION

1-4. YHVH spoke to Moses saying: Speak torall'the
congregation of the Children of Israel and say to
them, 'Be holy for I, YHVH your God, am holy.'
Each will have awe of one's mother and father, and
keep My Shabbatot: 1 am YHVH your God. Do not
turn to idols or make molten 'gods' for yourselves: I
am YHVH your God....

PRECURSOR TO RUTH & SHAVUOT
9-12. When you reap your land's harvest, do not

reap to your field's corners or gather a harvest's =~ YOU HAVE
gleanings. 10-12. Do not glean your vineyard or =~ ENOUGH
gather each grape of your vineyard. Leave them for

the poor and stranger: I am YHVH your God. Do

not steal, or deal falsely, or lie to each other. Do not

swear by My name falsely, or profane the Name of

your God: I am YHVH.

(Eholy”
mean??

13-15. Do not defraud or rob your neighbor: a
laborer's wages will not stay with you all night until
morning. Donof curse fhe'deaf or give a stumbling
block to the blind. Have awe of your God: I am
YHVH. Do no wrong in judgment. Do not raise the
poor's cause or glorify the mighty's cause: judge
your neighbor in justice.

16-18. Do not slander your people or stand on your
neighbor's blood: I am YHVH. Do not hate kin in
your heart: . Do
not avenge or bear a grudge against children of
your people. EoVEjoumneighbomasiyourselimiain
YHVH.
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¢ Individual *and* collective focus; interpenetrates in BLUE.
* Imbalance between NEGATIVE MITZVOT and POSITIVE MITZVOT

Remez
()

|=

* “Do not curse the deaf” = implies more than physical hearing
» Harkens back to the “wicked son”; hurt people hurt people
* vv.13-17 are about being “productive”
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* “Curse” the deaf as metaphor for non-communication, taking advantage
* Lifnei Iver (stumbling block before the blind) = metaphorical as well, don’t mislead
* Love another as self = core of Torah, implied of what came before

GOD... Sod
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* Continued repetition of “I am YHVH [your God]” = b’tzelem elohim

What does
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holy co-dependence!
WE MAKE GOD HOLY?!!

Rashi,

Lev. 19:2 ¢ Sifra Kedoshim 1:1
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Vavyikra Rabbah 24:5

Speak to all the congregation of the Children of
Israel —This teaches that this parashah should be
recited publicly. Why? Because most Torah matters
rely on it. To be holy is to be distinctive — separate, to
say that if you all make yourselves holy, then I will
consider it as if you made Me that way; but if you do
not make yourselves so, then I will consider it as if
you have not made Me so.

Or simply: if you make yourselves so, then I am
made so; but if not then I am not made so. But Torah
teaches: “For I, YHVH, am holy,” so in My holiness I
AM whether or not you make Me so. Abba asks:
"What is the duty of the sovereign's servants? To
imitate the sovereign."

= Midrash Tanhuma Kedoshim 3
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R. Levi said: The Ten Commandments are included
init: 1) “I am YHVH your God”; here, “I am YHVH
your God” (v2). 2) “Have no [other gods]"; here, “Do
not make yourself molten gods” (v4). 3) “Do not
take [the Name of YHVH in vain]”; here, “Do not
swear falsely by My Name” (v12). 4) “Remember the
Shabbat day,” here: “Keep My Shabbatot” (v3). 5)
“Honor your father and your mother”; here: “Each
will have awe of one's mother and father” (v3). 6)
“Do not murder”; here, “Do not stand on your
neighbor's blood”(v16). 7) “Do not adulter”; later,
“adulterers will be killed” (v10). 8) “Do not steal”;
“Do not steal” (v11). 9) “Do not bear false witness”;
here, “Do not slander” (v16). 10) “Do not covet,”
here, “Love your neighbor as yourself” (v18).

Rashi, Lev. 19:18 ¢ Sifra Kedoshim 4:12
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Love your neighbor as yourself — R. Akiva said, "This
is a fundamental principle of Torah"

B.T. Shabbat 31a

A gentile came to Shammai and said: "Convert me
on condition that you teach me the whole Torah as I
stand on one foot." Shammai pushed him away with
the builder’s cubit in his hand. He went to Hillel.
He converted him and said to him: "That which is
hateful to you do not do to another — that is the
whole Torah. The rest is its interpretation....

Shefa Gold — Torah Journeys 120

Our journeys take us to the center of Torah, where we enter the mystery of the holy.
Leviticus is the middle book and Kedoshim is the middle portion. Here we are
blessed with a vision of holiness, a vision of what holiness might look like in our
world, in our everyday lives and at the center of our awareness. Kedoshim blesses us
with intimate knowledge of the source of that holiness. The reason we must be holy
is that God is holy. After every injunction this reasoning is alluded to through the
words, Ani YHVH: I am the unprounceable ground of being, the breath of life.
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Midrash Tanhuma, Kedoshim 2:1

YTRY 1902 10T 2270 MY S¥n A king marries a wife. He said to her, “Because you
DYTRIN 2NN A2 N NYX  are married to my name, I am king and you queen.
DY .N270 1) TR OW MY Just as my name is an honor for me, so it is an honor

92 T2 NN 72 P72 NNY - for you. Why? Because you are my wife.” Thus the

NYN? NP0 M 72 MYUR INY - Holy Blessed One said to Moses, “Go and kadeish the

DDYTRY IONIY OYD TN YT1 97 nation,” as in (Ex. 19:10), “Sanctify them today and
M) N"IPD OYTR AN OPD - tomorrow.” The Holy Blessed One kadeish—ed them

’2 PN DDNY XY ON?  and said to them (Ex. 19:6), “You will be for Me a
2,122 WITR M O MO kingdom of priests, a holy nation.” Why? (Lev. 19:2)
DYITR PN DON 1IN UITR - “Because | YHVH am holy.” You will be made kadosh

MNIY r”.ﬁ\?? DIIRONYVIRY DYD - just as you have made Me kadosh, as in (Lev. 19:2)

I INW MINTY 72 IN DT “Gpeak to all the congregation of the Children of
B2 M PON DYTP OPIN [grael, and say to them, “Be kadosh.”” The Holy
NTY DX DI ,DIPY,N"IPD - Blessed One, said to them, “If you merit it, you will
DNIP) DIN ,DIPITND . DYTR pe caled a holy congregation; if you do not merit it,
NTY2 10 TY MY NYINTY you will be called an evil congregation, as in (Num.
¥ 14:27), "How long will this evil congregation...?"

The Golden Rule
Maimonides It is a mitzvah to love each and everyone as one loves oneself.
(Hilkhot Deot)
Nahmanides One must wish his fellow well in everything, as one does for

(Igrot HaKodesh)  oneself. Torah commands, “Love another as oneself,”
so one should not limit one’s love. Thus it says of Jonathan
(about David), “He loved him as he loved his own soul”
(1 Sam. 20:17). How? By removing jealousy from his heart.

Isaiah Horowitz It is written, “You shall love YHVH your God,” and “Love
(Shelah HaKodesh) your neighbor as yourself: I am YHVH” See how these two
loves are connected and united by God's own unity.

Christianity So in everything, all you wish that men should do unto you,
(Matthew 7:12) do also unto them.

Jainism Regard all creatures as we regard our own self, so refrain from
(Yogashastra) inflicting on others such injury as would appear undesirable to

us if inflicted upon ourselves.... Such is the only religion.

B.T. Yoma 69b

Rabbis succeeded in capturing the elusive yetzer ha-ra (evil impulse). Unsure
what to do next, they stuffed it into a big lead pot for three days. They considered
killing it, to be rid of it once and for all — but they noticed something disturbing.
Suddenly, across the land, nobody went to work. Even chickens stopped laying
eggs. The rabbis realized that, for the sake of life, they had to let it go.

Bereishit Rabbah 9:7

If not for yetzer ha-ra, nobody would build a house, marry, have kids or do business.

Reb Nachman of Breslov, Likutei Moharan 2:49

Love your neighbor (7¥7) as yourself means also love your evil impulse (7y7)
within yourself. It's a great thing to have a yetzer ha-ra, for then one can serve God
with the yetzer ha-ra itself. That is, to take all of the fire in one's heart and channel it
to serving God - for example, to pray with fiery passion of the heart, etc. For if there
is no yetzer ha-ra in a person, his or her service cannot be complete.



